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Congratulations to our first place winner in the Spring Photo Competition  
– Linda Kluger with Missy, her three year old Bichon Frise 

Welcome to all Members, Friends and New Members

Linda says: 

Right from the start Missy enjoyed games and training. So far we’ve earned five 
grades obedience, two Canine Good Citizen titles and currently working our fourth 
Tricks title. Our visits to Masonic Village are a highlight where Missy gets to entertain.

Thank you Canine Friends for all the great work you inspire. 
Linda and Missy
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Our second place winner 
is Kathryn Snook with her 
Miniature Schnauzer Viper
Kathryn says: 

I have been breeding and competing in 
both breed and dog sports with Miniature 
Schnauzers for over 30 years.

Viper is my third home bred agility grand 
champion. After she finished competing at 
12 years of age, I felt it would be great to 
share her beautiful nature with others, so 
we joined Canine Friends in Christchurch.

She is a hit with her tricks and she can 
never get enough pats when out on visits.

Currently we are still having fun competing 
in Rally-O and Canine Good Citizen. At 
home she is still the matriarch keeping the 
young dogs in line!

Kathryn Snook and Viper

Our third place winner 
is Jenny Wills with  
her Labrador Riley
Jenny says:

Riley is a re-homed dog, we 
have owned him for three 
years. He shares his life 
between myself and my son 
Dean.

We visit Waterlea Rest 
Home in Blenheim and really 
enjoy seeing how much the 
residents love seeing him. 

Riley likes to swim in the river 
and sea and goes fishing with 
Dean.

Jenny and Riley

Missy with her amazing prize sponsored by Ziwi.
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President’s Report
What an eventful couple of months since our last newsletter. 

The passing of Annette Dougherty came as a huge shock to us all. Annette’s 
contribution over many years was immense and you will see our tributes in this 
edition. She was a well-respected committee member and many of you will have 
spoken to her over the years. Her ability to keep everything in perspective and 
level headed advice was highly regarded and will remain with us for years to come. 
Annette’s family were very appreciative of our members who took their dogs to her 
funeral service.

On the 19th September we announced the appointment of Mark Vette as our new 
Patron. Mark is a renowned animal behaviourist, zoologist and trainer who has been 
studying and training dogs for more than forty years. Mark’s training teaches the basic 
foundations for establishing a loving, sound relationship which makes for a stable, 
happy and well-adjusted dog.

Mark’s innate understanding and well-known love of dogs fits perfectly with the values of our organisation. 
He appreciates the strong bond between people and dogs and the power of the non-judgemental love 
dogs provide. As we all know, they help create friendships, break down barriers and support people during 
anxious times. Mark says he is honoured to be Patron and is delighted to support our work:

“I feel so strongly about the power of the relationship between people and dogs. Dogs have evolved 
alongside us for tens of thousands of years. It is a very unique and special relationship. When we gaze 
into our dog’s eyes and they look into ours, we are both flooded with Oxytocin (the love hormone) and 
good feeling.

Canine Friends’ work is built on this amazing, beautiful relationship, allowing people who don’t have 
access to a dog to experience this wonderful, loving contact. This work is mutually beneficial to dogs and 
people alike. Dogs thrive on having a purpose and relish social contact and pats they get too”.

Those of you on Facebook and Instagram will have seen the overwhelming and heart-warming response 
to our announcement.

Over two days in September we held a strategy meeting with committee and a day of appreciation for our 
Liaison Officers. Many ideas and plans from our committee meeting will unfold over the coming months. 
The next day we welcomed a great representation of Liaison Officers who enjoyed getting together to 
share experiences and stories. The committee put a lot of thought into the agenda which covered a variety 
of topics including a video of three dogs being assessed by Rachel Butler in Auckland, a policy quiz, 
tips and tricks on technology and several open discussion sessions. We were delighted to have Steven 
Thompson, Director/Secretary Dogs NZ join us for lunch. Steven gave us an update on current initiatives 
and projects he and his team are currently involved with.

We also welcomed Mark Vette via Zoom and enjoyed hearing of his work and his research on the 
scientific benefits of pet facilitated therapy.

Thank you to all who took part in our photo competition, we hope you had fun photographing your dogs – 
we certainly enjoyed seeing your entries. 

I am very relieved and encouraged to hear many members have returned 
to their visiting routines. I know residents, patients and staff will appreciate 
seeing your friendly faces and your lovely dogs, giving a sense of normality 
back to their daily routines.

Finally, as another year draws to a close, on behalf of the committee I wish 
you and your families a safe and happy Christmas.

Vicky Graham
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Your Canine Friends Pet Therapy Committee as elected on 10 June 2022
President Vicky Graham 021 104 2945 president@caninefriends.org.nz

Secretary Leanne Gibson 027 886 1227 secretary@caninefriends.org.nz

Treasurer Paulette Shearer 027 680 4008 treasurer@caninefriends.org.nz

VP / LO Support Rachel Butler 021 854 808 Rachel.butler61@gmail.com

Applications & Supplies 
Manager

Hannah Li 022 035 0175 applications@caninefriends.org.nz

Newsletter Editor Beverley Jocelyn 06 370 2949 editor@caninefriends.org.nz

Volunteer Mentor Carol Drew 027 287 6754 volunteermentor@caninefriends.org.nz

Website / Facebook Scott Mansfield 021 062 9625 mansfield.sd@googlemail.com

Membership Experience 
Manager

Annette Sheridan 027 367 1311 membership@caninefriends.org.nz

Committee Sandy Fea 021 058 6471 sandyfea@xtra.co.nz

Committee Helen Moriarty 027 445 6792 wgtn_liaisonofficer@caninefriends.org.nz

Please remember to view and use the Canine Friends Pet Therapy website if you have a question or require

information: www.caninefriends.org.nz

Please view our You Tube channel to see more about our dogs.  
YouTube channel: https:www.youtube.comchannelUCdnZJ4LaiApt2bLpdssY2rA

Stay up to date with photos and outings on our Face book page: https://www.facebook.com/CanineFriendsPetTherapy

Please send photos and stories direct to: editor@caninefriemds.org.nz

Women’s Rugby World Cup!
No doubt many of you watched the extremely 
exciting final of the Women’s Rugby World 
Cup. Leading up to the semi-final I received 
a request from Thomas, one of the sport 
psychologists who was looking after a group 
of referees. He thought a visit from us would 
be beneficial. As he said “who doesn’t love a 
dog?” We couldn’t agree more!

Vicky Graham

“Thomas was lovely and very inviting”. He had 
not told the referees what the meeting was 
about so as each one entered the room their 
jaws dropped and the excitement level rose.
Having been away from family and their own 
pets for six weeks, this was a welcome surprise 
they fully embraced and enjoyed. Definitely the 
boost they needed.

Sam Kean, Acting Liaison Officer for this visit
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I would like to wish Carol and Venus a huge thank you for 
coming to visit over the last eighteen months. It has been a 
pleasure meeting you.

Rest assured you have both brought a lot of joy and 
happiness for both staff and patients on the ward. I wish you 
the very best and hopefully we stay in touch if you do decide 
to return to Auckland. 

Take care, I appreciate all of you!

Hayley Yung
Associate Clinical Nurse Manager, Spinal Cord Impairment Unit 

Orthopaedics Ward 11 Counties Manukau

Farewell to Middlemore Hospital from Carol and Venus
Venus, my Poodle and I have enjoyed visiting the spinal unit and critical care units of Middlemore Hospital, 
to be able to give both the patients and staff some cheer and raise their spirits. The patients are missing their 
cherished pets at home and the staff work so hard for us that they too, get some much needed self-care and 
comfort from our visiting. It is lovely to hear the squeals of delight as we walk around the corner as the staff 
realise this is the day for a Canine Friends visit!

Venus is chilled and happy to be patted and adored. Being a Poodle, she is not excitable but measured and 
calm.

For me, well, I know that if I was in hospital, I would relish a visit from a canine friend, therefore it is a delight 
to share my dear little Poodle who gives and receives love to whomever shows interest! She senses people’s 
moods and needs and, at the end of her ‘shift’, falls asleep in the car before we have even left the hospital 
carpark!

And for now, we are shaking off our paws and moving to new pastures where, in time, we may find another 
place to visit and give time and pleasure.

Pictured also is the lovely Alicia and her beautiful gentle Shepherd, Xia, who is being handed the baton and 
they will do an awesome job.

Regards from Venus and Carol, her human!
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Our Whanganui members had a 
great visit with the Social Workers 
during their training day.

Whanganui visit – a very happy group aren’t they?

Whanganui Hospital Social Workers Training Day

Mutt Day at Masonic Court Rest Home.
Submitted by Hannah Li, Whanganui LO
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Out and About With Our Members

We had our first visit to Merivale Retirement Village 
in Christchurch on Tuesday 23 August. 
Harry was very excited as he doesn’t go out in the car 
much but he enjoyed the attention from the residents.

Harry is a 4 year old Staffy/Lab cross and is a rescue 
dog. 

Liz Bamford from Christchurch

A Taupo member, Lynda Gulbransen, sent 
this photo of her husband Darryl and Brock. 
Darryl was very unwell and spent several days 
in Waikato Hospital. Brock made 3 visits and 
was loved by the doctors, nurses and patients 
but mostly he was a massive boost to my 
husband’s wellbeing and recovery. 

The overwhelming joy & tears when he saw 
Brock couldn’t help bring a tear to those who 
witnessed them together.

Visits resumed
Dudley and I (Vikki Scott) have just resumed our visits 
to Coastal View in Nelson and during the time we have 
been unable to visit due to Covid, one of the residents 
painted a card with Dudley on the front which she gave 
us last Tuesday.

She wrote a very touching message inside to tell us 
just how much she missed our visits and cuddles with 
Dudley.

Submitted by Margaret Scaife 
Liaison Officer, Nelson
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Kaye Kale drove 
over from the 
beachside location 
of Whangamata 
with her big fluffy 
Denva. They were 
meeting up with 
Christine Johnson 
and friends in the 
Waikato.

Here are some photos of Heather Rolfe and her dog, Mandy, also me, Ann Connor, with my girl Gracey.
We have been visiting Ward 42 Auckland Hospital for a couple of years and have, in the past month started 
visiting Ward 82 Department of Critical Care.

Ann Connor

It was a pleasure to visit Auckland Hospital 
to brighten the day of some very busy hard 
working nursing staff of OR4 (Operating 
Rooms).

As our five member/dog teams passed through the 
hospital hallways you could feel the mood lighten 
and the smiles were uplifting.

Erica, our Hospital Liaison said “It’s not something 
you expect to see in a hospital setting. It’s amazing 
how just seeing the dogs brightens people’s day”.

The nursing staff thoroughly enjoyed the visit with 
many requests of ‘can you come every Friday’. 
They left the room with a bounce in their step and 
smiles from ear to ear.

Lara with Charlie, the Pug summed up the visit perfectly... “Meeting the OR4 nurses and some doctors was 
fabulous. Seeing the joy it brought them made me so happy. Even walking through the hospital together 
seeing the patient’s faces come to life in a tough environment was magical. Loved every moment”.

Sam Kean, Acting Liaison Officer

Shannon and Luci recently returned to visiting Burwood Hospital. 
Shannon says “Luci was an absolute superstar – the entire ward (BG) 

adored her. I felt so proud!”
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Our two Co-Liaison Officers for Lower Hutt region doing 
what they are both good at and that is liaising!
Golden Retriever Tara and Black Russian Terrier Zoe met 
up with medical students Sophia, Louis and Ren-C, all from 
Dunedin, at Cafe Caffiend in Petone. 

We had lots to tell them about Canine Friends Pet Therapy 
and what our organization does. These 3 young students are 
going to make great doctors in a few years. Cafe Caffiend 
is such a lovely pet friendly place to eat and kindly took this 
photo for us.

The students weren’t supposed to remove their masks so this 
was an outside quick picture… 

Sandy Fea and Brenda Kenworthy

Our equal 4th Placegetters in the Canine Friends Spring Photo Competition
I love all dogs and what beautiful photos you have sent into us. 

Thank you, Editor

Tim Richards and Otto

Julie Sefton and Mily

Kelly Milne and Lolly
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Liaison Officers’ Appreciation Day held on 3rd September, 2022
The Committee celebrated our Liaison Officers on their special day at the Rydges Airport Hotel. 
These wonderful ambassadors for our charity keep the wheels ticking over and we could not 
operate our organisation without them.

Sam and I recently visiting Princess Alexander Retirement Village in Ahuriri, Napier.

Sam is a hit here, particularly among the male residents as they know he is a “working” 
breed! Here is pictured with one of his regular friends Ivan Mathie. The residents also 
like Sam to do his “tricks” in the lounge before he heads off to visit residents in their 
rooms. He has been a Canine Friend for about eight months and isthoroughly enjoying 
bringing joy to the many residents he visits.

Leanne Harkness, Liaison Officer Napier

Steven Thompson of DogsNZ pictured with our Liaison Officers and committee.
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Annette Dougherty, September 2022
Annette was a much loved and respected member of Canine Friends 
Pet Therapy. She dedicated 17 years of service and support Canine 
Friends which was started by her friend Eileen Curry.

Over that time, Annette went from passionate member, to the Lower 
Hutt Liaison Officer, to being on the National Committee and then 
became the President before taking up the role of New Member Co-
ordinator and helping with the vetting of new member applications 
and getting new member kits out in a timely manner.

Her greatest strength was keeping the focus on Eileen Curry’s vision 
of sharing our beloved dogs with people in need. Her wisdom and 
patience will be very much missed.

Our President, Vicky Graham was unable to attend Annette’s funeral, but this was read on her behalf:

“To hear this sad news came as an absolute shock to us all. Annette was a highly respected member, 
always ready to listen and offer advice in the best interests of our organisation, not to mention her years of 
commitment in several roles. Annette invited me to stay with her the night before Eileen Curry’s funeral. In 
her hallway were beautiful photos of her family – her late husband, five daughters and her grandchildren. She 
proudly told me their names and where they live. We stayed up late talking about movies, books, dogs and 
many other things. The next morning we zipped around the streets of Lower Hutt over to Eileen’s service in 
Wainuiomata, then she insisted on taking me back to the airport. This short time with her made me realise how 
much she enjoyed her independence, doing everything with confidence, grace and dignity. I am so pleased I 
accepted her invitation to stay. I know Annette would tell us to keep things in perspective, live life to the full and 
treasure those close to you – she was very good at all these. Goodbye Annette, you are very much missed.”

Here are a collection of our memories of Annette that we would like to share with you…
“Annette has been always there in my 
journey with Canine Friends Pet Therapy. 
I was in awe of her efficiency and the 
amount of work she put in, covering the 
whole of NZ. Although I only met her 
personally at our LO and Committee 
Strategy days, she was a force to be 
reckoned with and she was, of course, 
there for every ZOOM meeting. When she 
resigned only this year, I thought those are 
going to be big shoes to fill. My thoughts 
are with all her friends and family.”

“To Annette’s family, I am shocked and devastated with the passing of Annette. She was a dear friend and 
I enjoyed her company immensely. Annette was passionate about Canine Friends and a lovely lady with a 
kind heart. I am very sorry that I could not visit Annette over the past weeks as she had visited me in the Hutt 
Hospital. Although I am home, I spend a lot of my time resting in bed and am not driving. Annette was a true 
friend to me. I am so sorry for your loss and I will never forget her. My deepest sympathy”

“Annette was the very first member of Canine Friends that I met when I first wanted to assessed to be a 
member. Annette epitomised all that is good about Canine Friends.”

“Annette was such a friendly, reassuring, efficient ‘Applications Lady’.”

“My sincerest condolences to the whole family. Annette was so kind and welcoming to me as a new Liaison 
Officer, she will be missed by everyone.”

“She was such a kind and giving person, her smile came across in all conversations and her empathy stood 
out. Many good dogs became visiting friends to so many people because of her skills and care.”
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Heading dog Neara with Rhys. Victoria recently joined CFPT. 
Victoria is Pauline’s driver and loves 
to visit with Pauline and Skye.

Yvette Shore and Toby. 

Visiting Hillcrest High School Physical Assistance Centre in Hamilton

Asha the Schnauzer and owner Katy are very happy 
to be back visiting Stokeswood in Stokes Valley. 
Don’t they both look very smart in their uniforms.
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Visit to Somerville Intermediate School, Howick
On Thursday, 28 July 2022, a group of four Canine Friends Pet Therapy volunteers with their wonderful 
dogs visited Somerville School to give an educational presentation of what CFPT was about. This was 
very well attended by both students and staff and enjoyed by all. A short Powerpoint was shown and each 
volunteer talked about their role. Afterwards, they mingled with the children with the dogs getting lots of pats 
and attention. Some lovely feed-back was received: 
“You have lovely volunteers (and dogs of course) who were engaging. patient and great to deal with”. 
So a huge thank you to Sue with Connie (Italian Spinone), Alicia with Xia (German Shepherd), Tim with Opie 
(Retradoodle) and Naomi with Mika (Terrier X). 

In September five Auckland member/dog teams made 
a recent visit specifically to the staff of the Faculty of 
Science, Auckland University.

We frequently visit students around exam time but also 
appreciate staff can be feeling stressed too. Needless 
to say our visit was a great success with smiles all 
around. The therapeutic value of our wonderful dogs 
cannot be underestimated.

Thank you to Julie, our university contact for your 
thoughtful gifts, the dogs had a lot of fun opening them!
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International Dog Day 
The 26 August was International Dog Day and St.John’s Wood in Taupo hosted a dog party for our team. 
We had a lovely gathering in the communal lounge, the dogs enjoyed home – made biscuits baked by the staff 
and residents, and a bubble machine provided entertainment, although some didn’t quite know what to make 
of those things floating past their noses! Thank you to Vanessa and her great team for inviting us and to our 
wonderful Taupo members for attending. 

Vicky Graham, Liaison Officer Taupo
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New Members from 19th June to 16th October, 2022
Welcome everyone

Auckland
Cathy and Joe Anderson & Winston, French Bulldog  
Nicola Armstrong & Luie, Cavoodle 
Catherine Baun & Neville, King Charles Cavalier Spaniel 
Lucy and William Gibson & Louie, Labrador
Kiri Harris & Dianne Aitken & Diesel, Black Lab x Golden 
Retriever 
Catherine Henderson & Otto, Labrador
Lara Horne & Charlie, Pug
Liz Lyons & Milly, Springer Spaniel
Rachel MacGregor & Stanley, Golden Retriever  
Marlene Oliver and Todd Elder & Albus, Black Labrador 
Eden Peddle & Cleo, Golden Retriever
Angelique Ward & Teddy, Labrador
Jennifer Whittle & Baxter, Labrador x Golden Retriever

Blenheim
Pauline Fudge & Reagan, Minature Schnauzer  
Robin Jones & Circe, Border Collie
Tracey Pickering & Sherlock, Bassett Hound

Christchurch
Liz Bamford & Harry, Staffy/Labrador cross

Hastings
Leah Bray & Scarlett, Curly Coated Retriever

Kapiti
Diana Webster & Bella, Miniature Schnauzer

Manawatu
Sherron Bielski & Hattie, Chihuahua  
Prue Brightwell & Kobe, Labradoodle 
Tania Bryenton & Charlie, Shih Tzu 
Sara Dominey & Nala, Golden Doodle
Margaret McArthur & Ryder, Beardie/Huntaway/Lab  
Liz Picken & Alex, Staffy cross

Napier
Laine Fraser & Bella, Shih Tzu/Bichon Frise
Nelson/Tasman
Kelly Milne & Lolly, Beagle
Sarah Robinson & Gem, Greyhound/Huntaway cross

Taupo
Paul Atkinson & George, Miniature Schnauzer

Tauranga
Susanna Chapman & Stevie, French Bulldog  
Leona and Graeme Smith & Spud, RetroDoodle  
Felicity Turner & Lottie, Papillon

Upper Hutt
Dayna Lindsay & Indy, Jack Russell Terrier

Wellington
Lisa Allen & Mātai, Golden Retriever 
Diana Andreabarron & Rocket, Shiba inu 
Kirsty Danielson & Frank, Labrador
Rose Dryland & Poncho, Border Collie cross  
Cathy Dyer & Tiny, Papillon mix
Xanthia Freer & Zibu Freer, King Charles Cavalier X 
Poodle/Bichon Frise 
Anita Frew & Winston, Labrador
Prunella Gilmour & Scout, Border Collie 
Penny Griffith & Archie, Schnoodle 
Karen Morris & Ted, Rottweiler
Kayt Robinson & Lexi, Golden Retriever

Whitby to Johnsonville
Nena Wharakura & Marley, Golden Retriever

A Lovely note from afar – Breeze in London
What incredible times at the moment – we have been so 
lucky to be here for the Queen’s funeral. I took Breeze 
to London to get the feel of everything. I thought you 
might like to have a few photos. We went to Green Park 
to see the Floral Tribute on Friday and Sunday. Breeze 
must have felt the atmosphere there. I was sad to see 
that Annette Dougherty had passed away. Bill worked 
with her for many years at Harcourts and we caught up 
with her again at Canine Friends. A lovely lady. We have 
now bought a house in Kent and move in on 12 October. 
I hope all is well with you and that visiting is back to 
normal. 

Rosalind Larsen
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We acknowledge and thank our Sponsors

From the Editor
I still have some lovely photos from Auckland 
and  the Manawatu which I cannot fit into this 
Issue and do justice to the stories. My sincere 
apologies.

I do enjoy preparing the Newsletter and hope 
you enjoy it too.

Editor, Beverley
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